Progression and prognosis of chronic myelogenous leukemia in the acute stage: hematologic and cytogenetic aspects.
Ten patients with Ph1 chromosome-positive chronic myelogenous leukemia entering the acute stage were divided hematologically into two different groups. One was characterized by a predominance of myeloblasts in marrow and was cytogenetic either by diploid or hypodiploid, whereas the other had generally low myeloblast counts without significant differences between the peripheral blood and the bone marrow, and was characterized by hyperdiploidy. It is suggested that an extramedullary acute transformation in the spleen occurs primarily in most cases of the latter group.